Violence against women affects all communities regardless of class, race or culture. The
United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women' defines
violence against women as:

“physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family and in the general
community, including battering, sexual abuse of children, dowry-related violence, rape,
female genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women,
non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation, sexual harassment and
intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women,
forced prostitution, and violence perpetrated or condoned by the state.”

SINCE THE AGE OF 15:

1IN 3 women have

experienced
physical violence

1IN 4 women had
experienced physical or
sexual violence from an
intimate partner
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The Declaration on the Elimination of Viol Against Women
1993 - the first global instrument explicity addressing violence against women.

www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r104
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