
WHAT THIS MEANS

Care economy remains undervalued 
While investments support service delivery, they do not yet
address the structural undervaluation of feminised sectors or
the redistribution of unpaid care.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STRENGTHENING IMPACT

KEY INSIGHTS

GENDER ANALYSIS OF THE 
2026-27 VICTORIAN STATE BUDGET

Our vision is a region
where gender equality is
everybody’s experience,
empowering women and
girls to be safe, healthy
and thriving.

Women’s Health in the South East (WHISE)
This briefing provides an intersectional gender analysis of the 2026-27
Victorian State Budget, examing how both expenditure and revenue
decisions shape outcomes for women and diverse communities.

The Budget includes significant and important investments across health, housing, education, and
workforce development. These investments contribute to maintaining essential systems that
support women’s safety, health, and economic participation. However, when viewed in the context
of recent budgets, the 2026-27 Budget reinforces an ongoing pattern of investment focused on
maintaining and incrementally expanding existing service systems, rather than addressing the
structural drivers of gender inequality.

Continuation over reform

Many initiatives represent extensions of existing programs,
with limited evidence of significant new structural reform.

Short-term funding limits impact
Funding across key areas - including preventative health and
community-based initiatives - remains uneven or short-term,
affecting sustainability and workforce stability.

Response continues to outweigh prevention
Investment remains focused on responding to harm, with
limited visibility of expanded or sustained funding across the
full continuum of prevention, response, and recovery.

Siloed investment limits outcomes
Strengthen whole-of-government coordination, including how
investments work together and their combined impact over
time.

Intersectional gaps remain
While targeted initiatives exist, a consistent intersectional
approach - including disaggregated data - is not applied
across the Budget.

Revenue has equity implications
Reliance on consumption-based revenue, including gambling-
related income, may disproportionately impact lower-income
households, including women and carers.

The Budget reflects a system under pressure,
prioritising the continuation and expansion of
essential services to meet growing demand.
While these investments are critical, they are
largely focused on responding to immediate
pressures rather than shifting the underlying
conditions that produce inequality.

Without more coordinated, long-term, and structural
approaches, demand for services is likely to continue to
grow, and existing disparities may persist.

Commit to long-term, indexed funding for women’s
health and prevention infrastructure.

Expand investment in health promotion and primary
prevention of gender-based violence.

Strengthening a care economy approach, including
improving pay, conditions, and recognition in feminised
sectors.

Improve coordination across portfolios to address
interconnected drivers of inequality.

Embed gender-responsive and intersectional
budgeting, including across revenue decisions.

Embed gender-responsive approaches to revenue,
including assessing impacts of taxation and aligning
with gender equality goals

WHISE PERSPECTIVE

WHISE welcomes the Victorian Government’s ongoing commitment to
gender equality and the continued investment in essential services. 

We look forward to working collaboratively with government to
strengthen the long-term, structural impact of future budgets.

Read the full report:

whise.org.au
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Gender equality and good health and wellbeing for all women, girls, and gender-diverse people.


